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Abstract

According to some hadiths, a believing man is intimate (mahram) with a believing woman. The apparent
meaning of the hadith "Definitely, a believing man is an intimate of a believing woman" considers all
believing men and women as mafhram, and this is contrary to the verses and traditions that define limitations
for those who are mahram.

The main problem of this article is to study the concept of intimacy in this hadith with a descriptive-
analytical method, and the result is that in this narration, mahram is placed next to aw]iyé "in verse 71 of
Surah At-Tawba, and due to the meaning of helping ascribed to aw/i)/é; it can be said that what Imam Sédiq
(P.B.U.H.) means by mahram in this hadith is social intimacy, according to which one can trust to get help
from the believing men. Therefore, reciting this verse, Imam $adiq (P.B.U.H.) says that it is permissible on
the way to Hajj to help women who are not mahram, but are known to us. This meaning can be inferred
according to the context of the hadith and the context of the verse, as well as the Imam's reference to the
verse. The purpose of these narrations is to ensure the safety of women during the Hajj journey, and if a
woman herself has such security, she can go to Hajj without the presence of her mahrams. However, if there
is a possibility of not having such security, she can go to Hajj with other just and righteous Muslim men
whom she can trust. Of course, this is the case if she has no maframs or they do not go to Hajj with her.
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