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Abstract

Translators and commentators of Nahj al-Balagi have interpreted the phrase “/awla ba'du al-istibqa’ lawasalat ilayka
minni gawari‘u...” in Letter 73, particularly the term “alfistibqa’”, in different ways. The main question concerns Imam
Alf’s intention (AS) in employing this term and its place within his political and ethical discourse. Uttered in the
context of political dialogue and threat by Imam Ali (AS) against Mu3wiyah, this phrase has been interpreted in
different sources as “forbearance for communal benefit”, “avoidance of bloodshed”, “preservation of the Prophet and his
household (Ahl al-Bayt) (AS) Tradition”, or “personal pardon toward Mu4wiyah’. Using an analytical-critical method,
this study aims to reconstruct the exact meaning of the Phrase. By examining the lexical data, studying the historical

usage of “a[fistibqé ” in early texts and narrations, as well as analyzing parallel contexts in Na]zj a]fB.al.a’qi, it becomes

clear that the essential meaning of the term is “a/fibqa’ " alz a/g[ia}/r bi al-afw wa tark a[fqat]’. Neglecting this
fundamental denotation has led to misinterpretation and incorrect ta‘wil among commentators and translators.
According to the results, the Imam’s intended meaning of the term “ba'du al-istibga> was a kind of conscious and
limited forgiveness and deliberate refraining from killing Mu@wiyah to preserve the divine and moral reasoning (hujjat).
From this perspective, the expression serves as an example of “ethical threat” within Na]zj a]fB.al.a’qi, in which threat and
forbearance are in judicious balance, thereby legitimizing the sPeaker’s authority within a divine and moral framework.
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