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Abstract

The term inner interpretation (tafsir anfusi), used by some contemporary thinkers such as Allamah Hasanzadeh Amoli,
is conceptually ambiguous. While it is presented as a form of interpretation (tafsir), its applications often resemble
mystical esoteric interpretation (ta’wil) of the Quran. This raises the question of the true nature of inner interpretation
and its relationship to ta'wil. Using a descriptivefanalytical method, this study clarifies the concept of inner
interpretation through its usage in Allamah Hasanzadeh Amoli’s works and examines its relation to esoteric
interpretation. The findings indicate that inner interpretation is essentially ta’wil with a particular emphasis on
anthropological foundations. Differences nevertheless exist: inner interpretation, as a form of existential interpretation,
articulates stages of human spiritual ascent, whereas fa’wil is not necessarily existential. Inner interpretation facilitates
the elevation of the human soul and enables access to Quranic truths at their loftiest levels.
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