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Abstract
This article analyzes the distinctive approach of Taj al-Din Muhammad al-Shahrastani to the interpretation of Sirat al-
Baqara, based on his exegetical work Mafatih al-Asrar wa-Masabih al-Abrar. The study examines al-Shahrastant’s critical
engagement with theological (kalam) doctrines, particularly their arguments concerning the inimitability of the Qur’an,
and argues that such proofs are deficient due to their reliance on impossibility claims, such as the requirement of a
miracle that must remain manifestly beyond human capacity in all eras. In contrast, al-Shahrastani regards the
testimony of faith (shahada) as the ultimate and undeniable miracle, which becomes incontestable once its truth is
presented to human understanding. The article further analyzes al-Shahrastani’s doctrine of the prefeternity of the
Qur'an and compares it with Ash‘rite and Mu'tazilite positions. He criticizes the Asharites for distancing the eternal
divine speech from the revealed Qur’an, while his own view—shaped by Isma‘li thought—emphasizes a stronger
identity between the pre-eternal command (amr) and its manifestation in the form of the Quran, despite
acknowledging the historical process of its compilation. The study also examines the concept of exalted letters,
influenced by Isma‘li teachings, and their cosmological significance, portraying the realm of amr as the foundational
language of creation. Finally, it explores al-Shahrastani’s angelology as a mediating domain between the realms
command (amr) and creation ([d’ia]q), highlighting the synthesis of prophetic and philosophical wisdom. The stucly
concludes that al-Shahrastani’s hermeneutical system (in the form of ta'wil) is deeply shaped by Ismafli doctrines and
offers an alternative to traditional theological approaches, aiming at the realization of jami‘ al-hikmatayn—the
integration of prophetic and philosophical wisdom.
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