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Analysis of the Literary Discourse Strategy in the Shaqshaqiya Sermon
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Abstract

The Shaqshaqiya Sermon, as one of the most important sermons preached by Imam Ali
(AS), has always been the subject of growing scholarly attention. However, researchers have
generally relied on separate and independent units of language, irrespective of the sermon
context, to explore and unravel the linguistic tools adopted in this invaluable work.
Discourse analysis, which is in fact an expansion of stylistics founded upon a speech
analysis approach beyond the sentence level, analyzes various structures of literary texts with
respect to their situational context, presuming that they will uninterpretable outside such a
situational context. The present study, by adopting a descriptive»analytical method, seeks to
explore disparate structures of the sermon based on its situational context from the
perspective of the of literary discourse analysis. The results suggest that the context in which
the sermon has been delivered, including the repudiation of Imam Ali’s merits, accusations
against Imam’s negligence in caliphate matters and unfair analogies drawn between Imam
and other three caliphs, has wield influence on its semantic implications. That is, different
structures of the sermon, not only serve as a means of textual embellishment, but also as a
tool of explaining the facts, refuting allegations and analogies, proving legitimacy and

supremacy of the Imam Ali (AS), and ultimately convincing the reader.

Keywords: Discourse Analysis, Literary Discourse, Shaqshaqiya Sermon
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