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Investigating the term "Qarib al-Amr" in Rijali terminology
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Abstract

Knowledge of Jarh and Ta'dil (criticism and praise), as one of the undertakings of the
science of Rijal (hadith scholars), is a key subject in this field. Among the subjects
discussed in this science are Jarh and Ta'dil terminology used in Rijali works. The
meaning and significance of many Jarh and Ta'dil terms and expressions are clear,
but there are also words and phrases that hadith scholars diverge on their meaning
and significance. One such term is “Gharib al-Amr” (imminent). It has been used in
many cases in Shiite Rijali sources. In the past and present, to define Gharib al-Amr,
hadith scholars and experts have considered several meanings such as affinity to
reiigion and belief, affinity to hadith and narration, and affinity to authenticity and
justice. Simiiariy, they have varied stances on the signification of this word in Jarh
and Ta'dil. In this article, for certain reasons, the meaning “affinity to authenticity
and justice” has been selected and it is shown that Gharib al-Amr is one of Jarh and
Ta'dil terms with an intermediary status and has been utilized in the sense of affinity
to authenticity by Shiite Rijals.

Keywords: Rijal, Jarh and Ta'dil terms, narration, Gharib al-Amr, authentication, Jarh
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