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Validation of the Narrations about the Hit of the Prophet (PBUH)
and the Request for His Retaliation

Dr. Rasoul Mohammad Jafari, Assistant Professor, Shahed University

Abstract

In hadith collections of the two Islamic sects, there are narrations about the life (Seerah) of the
prophet. According to these traditions, the Messenger of God struck a person (intentionally or
accidentally) and asked the beaten man to pardon him or retaliate. Some scholars have used these
narrations as evidence in several jurisprudence branches of Shia. Still, these narrations should be
cited after evaluating their isnads and texts. So, by using a descriptive-analytical method, this study
aims to examine their authenticity. The findings show that both the texts and the isnads of these
narrations are subject to criticism. Accordingly, there are six narrations on this issue; only one of
them has an authentic isnad and the remained chains of the transmitters are distorted and weak.
Also, their contents can be criticized both collectively and individually. The collective critiques are
1- the disorder in narrations, 2- conflict with the infallibility of the Prophet, and 3- conflict with the
jurisprudential rule stating that there is no retaliation for a hit that doesn't cause injury. Individual
critiques are related to the first and second narrations; their contents are in conflict not only with
the jurisprudential rule of two Islamic sects referring to the intentional injury as the condition of
retaliation but also at least with the definite Sunnah. Also, the third to sixth narrations are contrary
to the verses and traditions referring to the moral life of the Prophet such as his good temper,
kindness and compassion, forgiveness, and humility in interacting with people.

Keywords: The life of the prophet (PBUH), Narrations about requesting retaliation, Critique of

Isnad, Rational critique, Quranic critique, Jurisprudential critique, Historical critique
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