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Abstract

During the digging of the trench in the fifth year of the Hijra, Muslims encountered a massive rock that no one could
break until the Prophet himself shattered it. This event became widely known in historical sources as the narrative of
the “Trench Rock.” According to certain versions of this report, the Messenger of God (PBUH), while striking the rock,
Promised the Muslims that they would conquer the lands of Persia, Rome, and Yemen. The present study seeks to
answer the main question: What are the reasons for the authenticity or inauthenticity of the report regarding the
Prophet’s glad tidings of territorial conquests during the digging of the trench? To this end, the study employs the
method of isnad (chain of transmission) criticism to examine the narrations and conducts a historical content analysis.
The findings indicate that the narrative consists of two parts: the original account of the rock’s emergence and its
breaking by the Prophet (PBUH), which possesses a reliable chain of transmission; however, all reports attributing the
Prophecy of future conquests to the Prophet lack sound 7snad and also present textual inconsistencies.
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