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v" Footnote: lzutsu, “The God”, in God and Man in the Koran: Semantics
of the Qur’anic Weltanschauung.

v" Bibliography: lzutsu,Toshihiko. “The God”. In God and Man in the
Koran: Semantics of the Qur’anic Weltanschauung. Tokyo: The Kcio
Institute of Culture and Linguistic Studies, 1964.
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Abstract

Employing content analysis and comparative study of the relevant works, this paper seeks to identify the major trends
that have emerged in stylistics studies of the Qur’an in Iran, examining these trends in terms of their chronology, key
ﬁgures, and distinctive features. The findings indicate that during the Period spanning from the mid-1990s to the
summer of 2024, Qur’anic stylistic studies in Iran have passed through three distinct phases: (1) the introduction of
stylistic discussions, (2) their growth and expansion, and (3) the emergence of more sophisticated and critical stylistic
methodologies. The first stage (mid-1990s to early 2000s) is marked by generality, lack of clear frameworks, limited
aPPlicability, and weakness in theoretical foundations. The second stage sees greater theoretical rigor, increased
application to Qur’anic verses, a proliferation of studies—albeit often repetitive—and diversity in stylistic approaches.
The third period is characterized by a focus on a single linguistic layer or a specific component of a linguistic layer, a
deepening of studies, the emergence of a critical stylistic approach, and the establishment of links between stylistic
studies and other branches of linguistics, such as semantics and pragmatics.

Keywords: analytical survey of the currents, linguistics, stylistics, Qur’anic studies.
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Abstract
Moral epistemology is a branch of meta-ethics that addresses certain philosophical issues preceding the discussion of the
goodness or badness of moral propositions. Regarding fifra (innate disposition) and moral epistemology, it should be
noted that #tra has long been a subject of discussion from various perspectives. In this context, fitra can be considered
one of the most complex and significant tools of Qur’anic meta-ethical epistemology. Drawing on Qur’an 30:30, this
study explores the ePistemological role of fitra in Islamic meta-ethics. The authors distinguish between two types of
innate moral knowledge based on this verse: innate epistemic knowledge and psychological innate knowledge. Through
a detailed analysis of the verse and related Qur'anic passages, fifra is interpreted as the innate capacity to discern good
from evil based on the situational context and epistemic data. The study also investigates how fitra can consistently
function as a source of moral knowledge based on its stability in the Qur'an and despite the dynamic nature of human
civilization. In fact, the manner in which moral data are organized in individuals can be explained without necessitating
any change in fifra. The conclusion drawn is that the process of fifra’s operation remains constant in individuals;
however, the meta-ethical epistemic outcomes of #fra improve over time. This observation is consistent with the
stability of fitra alongside the advancement of civilization. The paper further explores the distinctive features of moral
propositions rooted in fitra and its distinction from other faculties, particularly its opposition to hawa (carnal desire).
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Abstract

The conventional understanding among Muslims is that sahar refers to the final portion of the night, ending with true
dawn (fajr sadig). Consequently, interpretations of related Qur’anic verses and narrations are based on this meaning.
However, recent studies suggest that in some early Islamic usages—especially from the first century AH— sahar may
have denoted sunrise and the Period thereafter, not before that. Based on these studies, it is likely that the term sahar in
the Arabic culture of the first Islamic century originally denoted ‘dawn,” and, through an unknown process of gradual
transformation, came to refer to the end of the night. However, these claims are based on limited evidence and often
ignore contradictory examples. This article aims to re-evaluate the hypothesis by examining a comprehensive range of
verses, narrations, and historical accounts, to determine whether such a semantic shift occurred and what factors might
have contributed to it. The hypothesis of this paper is that the meaning of sahar gradually underwent a semantic shift
from the mid-first Islamic century onward. As a result of this change, the term sahar, which previously referred to the
early morning (i.e., from the false dawn to sunrise), came to denote the final part of the night (i.e., from the late night
until the true dawn). The most probable primary cause of this shift was the gradual spread of Islamic fasting practices
and their associated requirements.

Keywords: Sahar, seeking forgiveness (istig[zﬁr), historical conceptions, the Peak of the prefdawn time.
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Abstract

Exegetes from both Sunni and Shi‘ traditions have traditionally linked the verse “Your Lord has neither forsaken you
nor is He a’isp]eased”(Q 93:3) to the issue of the temporary cessation of revelation. This connection is Primarily based
on narrations regarding the occasions of revelation. However, Ja‘far Murtada ‘Amili, in his commentary on Sarat al-
Duha, critiques the authenticity and reliability of these narrations. This raises the question: if the verse is not related to
the interruption of revelation, what then prompted its revelation? This study explores the verse in Iight of the thematic
coherence of Sarat al-Duha and its intertextual relationship with Sarat al-Inshirah. It analyzes the meaning of rejection
and anger, as well as the cognitive schema related to these concepts, within the discourse of worship during the era of
revelation. It argues that the verse in question was not revealed due to difficulty in "receiving revelation," but rather in
connection with the challenges of propagation and fulfilling the prophetic mission. The verse addresses the taunts of the
Prophet's opponents, who mocked him because prominent individuals had not embraced faith, while those from lower
social strata were inclined toward him.
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Abstract

This descriptivefanalytical study investigates the types of knowledge, intuitive knowledge, and categories of unveiling
(kashf) from the perspective of Najm al-Din Razi, based on his mystical exegesis al-Ta'wilat a/fNajmi)g/a. Razi, like
other Islamic mystics, addresses epistemological issues; however, in this exegesis, such themes are expressed in a
completely scattered way. He considers knowledge to be divine in origin, resulting from the primordial movement of
love, and views the purpose of creation as the attainment of knowledge by humankind. Given his dual division of reality
into the outer and inner realms, he classifies knowledge into exoteric and esoteric types, each with their corresponding
sensory faculties. Razi deems intuitive knowledge superior to other forms (rational and theoretical knowledge). Though
he admits the validity of rational knowledge, he labels it, if detached from the light of divine revelation, as a misleading
path that ultimately results in unbelief, and he repudiates both philosophy and its adherents. He outlines various levels
of unveiling, including: theoretical unveiling, unveiling at the level of the heart, the spirit, the secret, the hidden (khafi),
the attribute, and at the level of the essence, a classification closely resembling that of Ibn ‘Arabi.
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Typology of Interpretive Approaches to the Verse of Throwing (Ayat al-Ramy) — “You
did not throw when you threw” (8:17) — from the Perspective of Sunni and Shi

Commentators
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Abstract

Monographic  examinations of the ambiguous and equivocal verses of the Qur'an, along with typological
reconsiderations of the interpretive approaches related to them, constitute one of the essential and significant areas of
Qur'anic exegesis, the outcome of which plays an undeniable role in clarifying the concepts and meanings of the verses.
This study examines Qur'an 8:17 (“You did not throw when you threw”), also known as the Verse of Throwing (ayat
a/»ram)/), and categorizes major interpretive perspectives into six typologies: (1) total negation of causality and agency
from the creation, (2) attribution of autonomous agency to the Prophet, (3) emphasis on divine aid in securing Muslim
victory, (4) support for ontological monotheism, (5) reconciliation of unity and multiplicity, and (6) philosophical
interpretation. In the author's opinion, the first view is rejected as implausible, and the rest offer valid insights, among
which the interpretation highlighting divine assistance during the Battle of Badr is the most consistent with the textual
evidence and exegetical context.

Keywords: Qur’an, verse of throwing, typology, interpretive perspectives, Sunni and Shi‘ exegesis.
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Abstract

During the digging of the trench in the fifth year of the Hijra, Muslims encountered a massive rock that no one could
break until the Prophet himself shattered it. This event became widely known in historical sources as the narrative of
the “Trench Rock.” According to certain versions of this report, the Messenger of God (PBUH), while striking the rock,
Promised the Muslims that they would conquer the lands of Persia, Rome, and Yemen. The present study seeks to
answer the main question: What are the reasons for the authenticity or inauthenticity of the report regarding the
Prophet’s glad tidings of territorial conquests during the digging of the trench? To this end, the study employs the
method of isnad (chain of transmission) criticism to examine the narrations and conducts a historical content analysis.
The findings indicate that the narrative consists of two parts: the original account of the rock’s emergence and its
breaking by the Prophet (PBUH), which possesses a reliable chain of transmission; however, all reports attributing the
Prophecy of future conquests to the Prophet lack sound 7snad and also present textual inconsistencies.
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Abstract

Suprasegmental elements comprise those features that, beyond the lexical level, play a role in determining the speaker’s
intended meaning, either by disambiguating among multiple interpretations or by facilitating the accurate
comprehension of meaning. Just as meaning can help identify suprasegmental cues, these cues, in turn, can enhance the
clarity of meaning. Although the Qur'an has been transmitted to us in written form, as an intentional discourse its
meanings can undoubtedly contribute to the recovery of suprasegmental elements within the verses; conversely,
understanding and utilizing these elements can play a part in determining the intended meaning. Using a descriptivef
analytical method and focusing on three specific suprasegmental features—stress, intonation, and pause—this study
examines sentence-level examples from the Qur'an. The findings indicate that these features can help choose the correct
interpretation between the two ambiguous possibilities related to a verse. Likewise, based on the meaning of the verse,
one can determine the placement of stress at the sentence level, the intonation pattern of the discourse, and the
appropriate points for pause and silence. This study is significant in that no prior exegetical or research work has
systematically explored the role of suprasegmental elements in determining the intended meanings of Qur’anic verses.
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Abstract

Among the points of interpretive disagreement between Sunni and Shi‘i exegetes is the meaning of the term kalematan
bag/z}/atan in the verse “And He made it a ]asting word among his descendants, so that t[]cy may return” (Qur’an
43:28). Adopting a descriptivefanalytical method, this paper seeks to identify, categorize, and critically examine the
exegetical opinions of these commentators with the aim of elucidating the meaning of the term kalematan bag[z}/atan.
Three prominent views are identified: kalematan baghyatan refers to (1) Islam, (2) monotheism (tawhid), or (3)
Imamate. Based on textual, narrational, and linguistic evidence, the interpretations of kalematan baghyatan as Islam or
monotheism are found to be inconclusive. In contrast, the interpretation of kalematan bag/z)/atan as Imamate—once
supported by refined relevant arguments—is deemed the most compelling. Both the verse’s context and related
narrations explicitly support this understanding.

Keywords: Qur’an, Sunni and Shi‘i commentators, Qur'an 43:28, kalematan baghyatan, Imamate.
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Abstract
One of the fundamental anthropological principles of positive psychology is the acceptance of a positive view of human
nature. This perspective comprises two key components: the recognition of stable positive traits and the intrinsic
coexistence of strengths and weaknesses in human beings. The Qur’an, according to many exegetes, affirms this outlook
since the concept of shakilah (disposition) is interpreted as indicative of human nature; furthermore, the Qur’an
frequently emphasizes inner transformations, the manifestation of moral traits in the Hereafter, and expressions such as
bima kanii ya‘maliin (for what they used to do), all pointing to the existence of enduring traits. Additionally, the Qur'an
acknowledges dual tendencies within the human psyche, which are not viewed as contradictory. Exegetes have
employed diverse frameworks to harmonize these tendencies. In conclusion, the Qur'an and positive psychology share a
positive view on human nature.
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Abstract

Isnad reinforcement through alteration, substitution or correction is a well-established method in addressing weak
chains of transmission in Hadith literature. A prominent example is the practice of correcting weak chains in al-
Mashyakhat al-Tahdhibayn using authentic chains found in al-Fihrist, a method employed by many rijal scholars to
increase the number of reliable 7snads and transmission routes in a]fMas[]}/a]([za, though there are differences in how
this principle is applied and in the process it involves. Most proponents base this approach on Shaykh Tast’s transfer of
certain transmission Paths from Masb)/.a]([]a to al-Fihrist. However, Asif Muhsini, a contemporary expert in 11]51 studies,
questions this practice, arguing that such corrections lack sufficient textual support in a/-Fihrist. He points particularly
to the frequent use of the expression “akhbarana” (he informed us) by Tisi, which he believes indicates mere awareness
of book titles rather than concrete modes of transmission such as audition or recitation. While Muhsini also presents

some speculative arguments, these lack strong theoretical evidence.

Keywords: Isnad correction, a]fMasb}/a]fbat al-Tahdhib, reliable chains, al-Fihrist, Asif Muhsini.
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Abstract
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